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\^^inberger Notes Gains in Strength 

Oi. u;.»4 


By Fred Hiatt 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

I^fense Secretory Caspar VV. 
Weinberger said yesterday, that the 
Reagan administration has made 
“substantial improvements" in U5. 
mQitaiy strength, but he criticized 
Congress'^ for-dragging its feet on 
funding the j)resident’s full buildup. 

Before leaving town jast weekv 
Congress approved , a $250 

billion defense budget, about $11 
billion short of the administration’s 
request 

The .Pentagon said, the budget 
represents only 3 percent “real" an- 
nual growth— after mflstion— com-* 
pared with the 7 percent sought by 
President Reagan, and Weinberger 
said congressional refusal to fund the 
adrninistration’s full requ^t will end 
up costing more. . * . 

“We have a situation in which 
what we need, what’s been author- 
ized, what we will have to have, will 
cost us more and will take us a little 
longer to acquire," Weinberger told a 
Pentagon news conference. 

The Defense Department budget 
has more than doubled from fi.scal 
1979, when it totaled .$121 billion, to 
the fiscal 1984 budget of slightly less 
than S250 billion. 

Neither total includes the military 
construction bill, which this year ap- 
propriated more-than $7 billion, or 
the Energy Department appropria- 


tion for nuclear weapons production, 
more than $5 billion this year. 

“It’s not an arms race," Weinber- 
ger said.' “What we’re engaging in is 
. . an attetnpt to., regain deterrent 
. strength.” . • 7 , " : 

^ .'^e administration last summer 
projected a defense budget of $321.5 
billion for fW 1985, Weihbeiger 
yesterday .d^ned to - discuss his 
hopes for the coming fisdal year, but 
he left some^oonp for retreat from 
that total when he noted that infla- 
tion rates have been lower than 
projected. 

. Navy Secretary John F. Lehman 
Jr. also held y news conference yes- 
te^y - to claim cost savings , in con- 
tracts and spate-parts purchases. 

■ Lehmaii. said the Navy; recently 
awarded $5.9 billion in contracts, 

- spending ; mCney appropriated_by 
Congress just last week, and sa‘ved' 
$4^ million compared with earlier 
Navy buidget ^timaies. 

Lehman, wlio jawboned 'McDon- 
nell Douglas last year to lower the 
cost of F/A18 fighter jets, attributed 
the lower costs to the Pentagon’s 
increased emphasis on competition 
in procurement. 

But he said spare and repair parts 
, continue to be purchased mostly on 
a “sole-source” basis and to cost 
more than they should. 

. To illustrate that point, and de- 
monstrate th^Navy’s commitment 


to solve the problem, Lehman dis- 
playra for the cameras a screwdriver 
for which General Electric.^ been 
charging tha Navy :$780i and a Hood . 
for a tKffnbardierV eco^ on an A6 
atta^ .plane— “this little piece of 
plastic, Lehman said— for which 
• Grumman was charging $1,800. The - 
.. somewhat unusual screwdriver' alE 
down to $45, he said, and the “piece? 
of cardboard" to $60. - - 

Questioned about recent CIA 
tjmates that Soviet defense snendinv 
held steady between 1976 and lOSZ 
Weinberger said the United 
nonethele ss cannot relax its efforts 
.to increase its military stn»nfrf K 
“Tbc. fact that there , is an enor- 
mously large amount of money being 
spent bv th e Soviets for .their mil , 
itary ma chine each year is not dig. 
puted and . the fact that it’s a 
great d eal more than we’re investing 
is not disputed,” he said. “We dnn’t 
think we are in a situation where we 
can in any sense slow down the re - 
gaining of our military strength. ” 

Weinberger noted with satisfac- 
tion that Congress has funded every 
weapons system requested by Rea- 
gan except nerve gas. 

But he said stretching out the 
procurement time and, in particular, 
refusing to approve multiyear con- 
tracts will increase the ultimate cost 
of the buildup by hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars. 
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